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Florida’s “Apex Doctrine” 

The Florida Supreme Court recently 
announced, on its own motion, an 
amendment to the Florida Rules of Civil 
Procedure to codify the “apex doctrine” 
and “protect high-level corporate ofcers 
from the risk of abusive Discovery, while 
still honoring opposing litigants’ right to 
depose such persons if necessary.” 

The amendment marks the frst time a 
state has moved to codify the doctrine 
(sometimes called the “apex deposition 

In our latest Expert Insights, we examine a recent 

procedural change coming from the Florida Supreme 

Court codifying the “apex doctrine”. Although we do not 

see this having a direct impact on the broader liability and 

damages landscape, this change can be viewed favorably by 

defendants in dealing with the scope of discovery. 

rule”) as a stand-alone rule of civil 
procedure. Many courts have adopted 
the doctrine as a judicial interpretation 
on existing procedural rules. The Florida 
Supreme Court’s decision furthers a trend 
of courts protecting a high-level ofcer 
from unduly burdensome or harassing 
depositions and may serve as a model for 
amendments to civil rules in other states. 

For further information, please contact: Alycen A Moss 
Vice Chair, Ofce Managing Partner and Joseph Fobert 
Co-Chair of Property Insurance Group EVP, Chubb Excess Casualty 
Cozen O’Connor 212.703.7137 
404.572.2052 joseph.fobert@chubb.com 
amoss@cozen.com 

Chubb is the marketing name used to refer to subsidiaries of Chubb Limited providing insurance and related services. For a list of these subsidiaries, please visit our website at 
www.chubb.com. Insurance provided by ACE American Insurance Company and its U.S. based Chubb underwriting company afliates. All products may not be available in all states. 
Surplus lines insurance sold only through licensed surplus lines producers. Chubb, 202 Hall’s Mill Road, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889-1600. 
The information contained in this document is intended for general informational purposes only and is not intended to provide legal or other expert advice. You should consult 
knowledgeable legal counsel or other knowledgeable experts as to any legal or technical questions you may have. Neither Chubb nor its employees or agents shall be liable for the use 
of any information or statements made or contained in any information provided herein. This document contains links to third-party Web sites solely for informational purposes and 
as a convenience to readers and not as an endorsement by Chubb of the entities referenced or the contents on such third-party Web sites. Chubb is not responsible for the content of 
linked third-party sites and does not make any representations regarding the content or accuracy of materials on such linked Web sites. The opinions and positions expressed in this 
report are the authors’ own and not necessarily those of Chubb. 
Cozen O’Connor 
Ranked among the top 100 law frms in the country, Cozen O’Connor has more than 775 attorneys in 30 cities across two continents. We are a full-service frm with nationally 
recognized practices in litigation, business law, and government relations, and our attorneys have experience operating in all sectors of the economy. Our diverse client list includes 
global Fortune 500 companies, middle-market frms poised for growth, ambitious startups, and high-profle individuals. 
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